The 'Eighth Continent'
The official name 'Republic of Madagascar' (Repoblikan'i Madagasikara) -which has no particular meaning in the Malagasy language -derives from indirect descriptions by Marco Polo in his Marvels of the World, written at the close of the 13th century. Together with the Comorian archipelago, the Arabs called the land Al-Qamar ('The moon')7 and the Portuguese later knew it as Saint Lawrence (São Lourenço). In 1817, the British recognized Radama I of Imerina as 'King of Madagascar' , giving the entire island the name first used by the Venetian explorer.8
Situated between 500 and 800 kilometers east of the African continent (Mozambique), the geological origins of Madagascar lie in the southern Gondwana supercontinent, which more than a hundred million years ago as a result of a tectonic shift disintegrated and gave rise to South America, Africa,
